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REPORT 

 

State level sensitization workshop on Emerging Challenges and Effective Implementation of 

Policies and Legislation on Tobacco Control – COTPA 2003, PECA (2019) and WHO – FCTC 

Article 5.3 policy in Uttar Pradesh, India 

 

Date: Wednesday 22nd November 2023  

Time: 10:30 am - 03:00 pm 

Venue: Regenta Central, Hazratganj, Lucknow 

 

The UP. Voluntary Health Association, a prominent state-level network collaborating with 'The Union' 

to support the National Tobacco Control Programme in Uttar Pradesh, conducted a comprehensive one-

day State Level Sensitization Workshop on the 22nd of November 2023. The workshop, held at Regenta 

Central Hazratganj, Lucknow, focused on the critical theme of Emerging Challenges and the Effective 

Implementation of Policies and Legislation on Tobacco Control, with a specific emphasis on COTPA 

2003, PECA (2019), and WHO – FCTC Article 5.3 policy in Uttar Pradesh, India. 

The primary objective of this workshop was to engage with and seek partnerships from key stakeholders 

in Uttar Pradesh such as senior government officials, national experts on Emerging Challenges and 

Effective Implementation of Policies and Legislation on Tobacco Control – COTPA 2003, PECA (2019) 

and WHO-FCTC Article 5.3 policy in identifying and monitoring increasing Tobacco Industry 

Interference at national and subnational level, and at the same time mitigating them as an act of violation 

of the state policy as in November 2019, State Tobacco Control Cell (STCC) and Health Department 

released the state level policy in line with FCTC Article 5.3 and rules were adopted. 

The workshop was graced by the esteemed presence of Dr. Mukesh Matanhelia, State Nodal Officer, 

National Tobacco Control Programme, Uttar Pradesh, Dr. Alka Sharma,State Nodal Officer, Non- 

Communicable Disease Programme, Dr. A.K. Srivastava State Nodal Officer, National Mental Health 

Programme, Mr. Satish Tripathi, State Consultant, National Tobacco Control Programme, Uttar 

Pradesh, Mr. Ram Shabd Yadav, DSP Crime PHQ, Lucknow, Mr. Hari Govind, SP Training DG Office, 

Lucknow Uttar Pradesh, Dr. Shivam Kapoor, Technical Advisor, The Union SEAO New Delhi and Mr. 

Vivek Awasthi, Executive Director U P. Voluntary Health Association, Lucknow. 

The workshop included discussion around some important issues and involved making 

recommendations like requesting various departments to provide cooperation in complying with the 

state-applicable COTPA-2003, FCTC Article 5.3 of the World Health Organization and PECA-2019. 

Mr. Satish Tripathi, State Consultant, National Tobacco Control Programme, Uttar Pradesh gave the 

presentation on National Tobacco Control Programme (NTCP), supportive legislation and policies 

(COTPA 2003, PECA, 2019, TOFEI, FCTC article 5.3. Dr. Shivam Kapoor, Technical Advisor, The 

Union gave the detailed presentation on the Tobacco Industry Interference and the challenges, 

opportunities in implementing Article 5.3 and the role of different department and other state holders in 

implementation of tobacco control policies. 

The participants of the workshop also included, state level officials from different departments such as 

Health, Education, Police Academy, Excise and tax department, Sport Department, Judicial Academy, 

Food and Safety Department, Transport and Tourism Department, media personnel. Civil societies were 

sensitized for need to implement tobacco control polies in the state to save the young generation from 

ill effect of tobacco use. 
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The State Level Sensitization Workshop played a crucial role in bringing together stakeholders to 

address the emerging challenges in tobacco control. The recommendations provided in this report aim 

to guide future efforts in Uttar Pradesh towards more effective implementation of tobacco control 

policies, thereby contributing to the overall improvement of public health in the state. Continued 

collaboration and sustained efforts are essential for creating a tobacco-free environment and 

safeguarding the health of the population of Uttar Pradesh. 
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Below are a few news releases from a print media agency regarding the workshop. 

 

                                

 

             

         

 

                                    


